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IMMEDIATELY
SHERBURNE FAMILY OF BROWNING, EAST GLACIER
DONATES PAPERS TO UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ARCHIVES
MISSOULA--

The Sherburne family of Browning and East Glacier has donated the papers of

J. H. Sherburne and the Sherburne Mercantile of Browning to the Library Archives of the
University of Montana, Missoula.
The donation contains over 100 feet of correspondence and ledgers covering Mr.
Sherburne's various business interests, which included merchandising and banking and
activities in the petroleum industry and real estate .
Items in the Sherburne family gift are now being arranged and indexed under an
allocation from t he Hammond Fund of the UM Department of History.

The papers will be

available f or resear ch late in the spring at the University.
Commenting on the donation, Dale L. Johnson, UM Library archivist, said, "The
Sherburne family gift is an extremely valuable collection for historians.

It is the only

complete collection of the records of a post trader in Montana that I am aware of."

J. H. Sherburne arrived in Browning from Ponca, which was Oklahoma Territory, in 1896.
He had operated an Indian trading post at Ponca, Okla., since 1877, and was awarded a
government license in 1896 to operate a trading post among the Blackfeet and located at
Browning.

Mr. Sherburne was born at Phillips, Maine, in 1851.
went to Minnesota, where he worked on the railroad.

At the age of 16 he left home and

He acquired some merchandising training

in Arkansas City, where he and his uncle, Daniel Beedy, built a grist mill and opened a
store.
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Finding the store overstocked, Mr. Sherburne loaded the surplus on wagons and went
into the Indian Territory to trade with the Indians.

The trip ultimately led to his

establishing a federally licensed trading post at Ponca Agency.
Mr. Sherburne was in business at Ponca Agency when Oklahoma was opened to whites.
In his memoirs he

wro~e:

"While at Ponca, on the eventful day of the opening of 'The Strip' I took my family
in the 'buggy' drove to 'Whiteagle' station and waited till the time was right to pull upon
the 'Strip.'

We sat in the 'buggy' on the Ponca City town site and watched till we saw the

line in the distance, dimly and indistinct at first, then nearer and more clearly until
could be seen men on horseback and some in two wheeled carts.

Some were in buckboards with

mules and all rushing forward to locate a homestead or a town lot.
driven to establish the town of Ponca City.

We saw the first pegs

We saw a tent village spring up in an afternoon

and then a nice little city spread over the level prarie."

Mr. Sherburne died in September 1938 in Browning.
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